Cuckooing
When a homeowner or tenant is a victim of Cuckooing, they are most commonly a vulnerable person who is less able to resist, such as elderly people, people with disabilities, people with mental health illnesses, those socially isolated, those financially vulnerable, those addicted to substances and undocumented migrants.
Cuckooing is deemed as a form of exploitation as it functions by means of control. This control can be financial, physical or psychological.
Spot the Signs of Cuckooing
· Significant number of people entering and leaving the property throughout the day
· Increase of bikes or cars parked outside the property
· Cars arriving at the property for short periods of time
· Anti-social behaviour, including increased noise and littering
· Damage to the property (either internally or externally)
· The homeowner/tenant seems anxious, isolated or on edge, or shows signs of a decrease in emotional wellbeing
· Indication of physical assault – bruises, scars, cuts, etc.
The practice of Cuckooing is commonly part of the formation of a County Lines network.

County Lines 
“County lines” is a violent and exploitative form of drug distribution. A common feature of county lines is the exploitation of children, young people and vulnerable adults who are instructed to deliver and/or store drugs, and associated money or weapons, to dealers or drug users, locally or in other counties. 
The UK Government defines county lines as: 
“County lines is a term used to describe gangs and organised criminal networks involved in exporting illegal drugs into one or more importing areas within the UK, using dedicated mobile phone lines or other form of “deal line”. 
They are likely to exploit children and vulnerable adults to move and store the drugs and money and they will often use coercion, intimidation, violence (including sexual violence) and weapons.” (Serious Violence Strategy) 
