Return Discussion Pro Forma
Please note that the Return Discussion should be facilitated where possible within 72 hours of the missing person being located as outlined in the National Missing Person’s Framework, however, at the minimum this should be within 1 week.
Return Discussion:
	Date

	Time

	Location



Facilitator:
Facilitators name
Role
Agency
Contact details
Contact details of any other person present
	

	Returned Person:

Name	     
Date of Birth	     
Address	       
Gender	
School/College/NEET     
Date/ Time Reported Missing	     
Date/Time Traced

	

	


It should be explained to the person (both before and after the Return Discussion) that in accordance with safeguarding procedures that information from the Return Discussion would be shared with relevant partner agencies and will be stored in electronic records.







Please note these questions have been provided as a prompt for practitioners when facilitating return discussions; communication and interpersonal skills in the delivery of the questions are essential. The discussion should be carried out sensitively and at a time when the person is happy to talk through their missing experience.
BEFORE
1 What was happening for you in the lead up to you going missing? Can you tell me more about that? 

2 How were you feeling before you went missing? Can you tell me more about that? 

DURING
3 Where did you go? How did you get there?

4 What did you do?

5 Were you with anyone? 

6 Did you plan to do anything in particular when you were away?

7 Can you tell me how you were feeling when you were away?

8 Did any harm come to you while you were away?

AFTER
9 Was there anything you feel could have been done to prevent you from going away? (Include any aspirations/interests)

10 Is there anything else you would like to talk about? 





Additional information
1. a) Is there any relevant information, including intelligence that hasn’t been recorded in this Return Discussion? (i.e. indicators of exploitation, known associates etc)    

b) If Yes, how/where is this reported or if passed verbally details of who to and when?

2. Child / Adult Protection Referral made?     Yes /  No  

N.B If Child / Adult Protection concerns are identified during the return discussion, it is the responsibility of the practitioner facilitating the return discussion to respond immediately in accordance with Child Protection or Adult Support & Protection procedures.   

3. What support does the person currently have in place?


Actions taken following Return Discussion  
For example, referrals to other support services, signposting to support services including Missing People Helpline, etc.  (For any referrals, please include details of the name of the organisation referred to, who by and when).     
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
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Missing People
Missing People can provide emotional support to missing adults, children and young people before, during or after a missing episode. Consider signposting the returned person to Missing People’s free, confidential Helpline on 116 000, adults to www.missingpeople.org.uk , or children and young people to https://www.runawayhelpline.org.uk/scotland   


Storing and Sharing of Information
Once completed, this information should be stored and shared in line with local policy.  PLEASE INSERT LOCAL ARRAGEMENTS FOR THE STORING AND SHARING OF INFORMATION IN THIS SECTION.

It is advised:
· Information should be stored in the person’s casefile.  
· Relevant information should also be shared with appropriate agencies.    
· Relevant information pertains to any information relating to safeguarding, or other intelligence which may help to protect and support the person or other persons. 
· Appropriate agencies will be dependent on the circumstances but may include the person’s allocated social worker, care home, Police Scotland’s Missing Persons Operational Coordinator for the local area, the person’s school, the person’s GP, any local operational working groups) 

It should be explained to the person (both before and after the Return Discussion) with whom the information from the Return Discussion will be shared and seek their views.
Views of the person on information being shared:
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